


REMEMBERING OUR HEROES 

“who made the ‘NIRT’ what it is today” 

 It is with great pride that NIRT reports a historical event that was conducted 
remembering the heroes of TCC, TRC and NIRT, who made tremendous contributions to 
making NIRT what it today in the national as well as the international arena. Most often 
heroes are remembered when they have passed on and no longer with us. We as the 
NIRT family felt that it was important to felicitate and remember our heroes when they 
can share the event with their presence with us in NIRT. We decided to across all levels 
especially focusing on those who were in their eighties and nineties and invited those 
retired staff who worked with them to share their experiences of what they had gained 
from the lives of these eminent people. More than 70 retired staff responded who 
shared their tributes going down memory lane and were in turn presented awards for 
their own contributions to NIRT.  We had drivers, attenders, administrative and 
accounts staff, scientists, technical staff cutting across all disciplines. What was 
important that most of them were over 75years with many being over 80years and 
some over 90 years of age.  

 

Dr. Beena E. Thomas took overall responsibilities in 
synchronizing the event and was the compere for this 
event. She ensured that the program was steered 
methodically. In her lively style she compared the event 
springing in surprises for all the participants as each event 
weaved in.  

The program was organized on 22nd March, 2019 as part of 
the World TB day events. The event was twofold. One was to felicitate Prof.Denis 
A.Mitchison for his excellent contribution to establish the laboratory component of 
NIRT and a book release in his remembrance. This booklet was released after a thought 
provoking presentation by Dr Radhakrishna who was instrumental in getting the 
booklet together with contributions from different researchers and scientists. His 
presentation with the photographs brought alive the contributions of Professor 
Mitchison to NIRT so beautifully.  



 

There were other speakers who worked with him and shared their own experiences. 

This included Dr Rajiswamy, Dr Sulochana and  Mr Jeyaraj  

The second part was a well-planned out event for the heroes of NIRT. 

The hall was decorated with old photographs meticulously collected portraying the 

history of NIRT from TCC, TRC and then NIRT. Once all the participants settled in a 

procession into the hall by the current staff carrying placards of the different 

departments of NIRT walked in to thumping music of “Believers “and You are my 

heroes”. The placards displayed the multidisciplinary departments of NIRT and the 

strength of multidisciplinary teams to make the centre what it is today 

 

We were privileged to have with us Dr Sriram P. Tripathy ( Former Director of NIRT  

and Director General of ICMR), Dr.Soumya Swaminathan, Chief Scientist – WHO), Dr 

Radhakrisha ( Former Director IRMS) , Dr Parthasarthy ( Retd HOD- Clinic ) , Mr P.R 

Somasundaram ( Retd Deputy Director Statistics) and General Raghunath ( Former 

Chairperon-SAC) on the dias. 

Dr Soumya delivered the key note address. She 

shared her own experiences in NIRT and the 

privilege she had in working towards TB. She 

outlined the Global plan and the recent article in 

the lancet and the commitment of WHO towards 

these endeavors. She reminded the group of all 

those who contributed tirelessly towards TB 



control and the need to be innovative and continue to maintain the legacy as we work 

towards TB elimination by 2025.  

Tribute to Dr.S.P.Tripathi- 85years (Former Director-NIRT and Director General 

ICMR)  

It was an emotional time for many of the staff as tributes poured in for SPT who had a 

major role in shaping TCC to TRC directly working with the founders Dr Fox Wallace 

Fox and Dr Mitchison and Dr N.K Menon- the first Director of TCC. The epidemiology 

unit staff reminded the audience that Dr SPT was instrumental in getting more than 

hundred employees permanency in record time and referred to him as their God. “He 

gave us and our families our life and we owe to them” he said. Tributes were paid by Mr 

Damodaran(retd MTS) Dr Shantha Devi(Retd Clinician and HOD-Clinic), Mr 

Laminarayanan (retd Accounts officer), Mr Jeganathan (retd Technical Officer-Epid), Mr 

Valsarajan (retd administrative officer) and Mr Asokan (TA-NIRT). A thought provoking 

tribute by Dr P.R Narayanan was read out by Dr M.S Jawahar.  

A framed tribute in raw silk was then handed over to SPT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Another surprise that followed was the cutting of a cake celebrating the 85th Birthday of 

Dr SPT on the 25th March.  

 

As a token of gratitude and remembrance the conference hall was renamed Sriram 

Prasad Tripathy conference hall and was unveiled by Gen Raghunath – Chairperson of 

the Scientific Advisory Board of NIRT. 

 

Awards were then presented to all those retired staff who worked under Dr SPT as an 

appreciation for their contributions to NIRT 

This was followed by Tributes to Mr P.R Somasundaram (PRS) , Dr RParthasarthy ( retd 

HOD-Clinic) who is 91 yrs old , Dr S,Radhakrishnan( retd Director IRMS), General  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tribute to Dr.S.Radhakrishnan 

 

Raghunath. (Former Chairperson – SAC). The tributes were presented by Dr Shantha 

Devi, Dr Rajeshwari, Dr Venkatesan, Dr Sekar, Dr Ramkerishanan, Mr Ramkrishna, Mr 

MS Krishnamoorthy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tribute to Mr.P.R.Somasundaram 

 

 

(TCC – TRC – NIRT) OLD PHOTOS GALLERY 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tribute to Dr.Parthasarathy 

Tea was distributed by the NIRT canteen in a small box with the “Remembering Heroes 

of NIRT”  

It was truly a memorable day and it gave us great joy to see the happy joyful 

expressions of the retired staff who greeted each other with warmth and affection 

sharing special moments with laughter resonating the walls of NIRT 

May God continue to bless the heroes of NIRT.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

  

 


